
DOCTOR of MEDICINE 

1. In order to qualify for the degree of Doctor of Medicine a candidate shall be 
required to give proof, in accordance with the provisions of these regulations, of a 
significant original contribution in the science, art, or history of medicine.  

2. Any person may apply in accordance with Regulation 6 of these regulations to 
become a candidate for the degree of Doctor of Medicine who  

either (a) holds a primary degree of the University,  

or  (b) has been admitted  

 
(i) to some office in the University or to a Headship or a Fellowship of a 
College, and  

 
(ii) to the degree of Master of Arts under Statute B, III, 6 or to a degree of the 
University by incorporation,  

or 
(c) holds a medical appointment approved from time to time by the Faculty 
Board for Clinical Medicine for the purpose,  

and also holds  

either 
a medical degree giving entitlement to provisional or full registration with the 
General Medical Council,  

or a degree recognized by that Council for the purpose of full registration,  

or 
a medical degree approved by the M.D. Committee for the purpose of 
candidature.  

No person whose candidature has been approved under Regulation 6 shall submit a 
dissertation or any other work until four years have elapsed since he or she was 
admitted 

either to the degrees of Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery,  

or 
to the degree of Bachelor of Surgery under Regulation 5 of the special 
regulations for the conferment of the degrees of Bachelor of Medicine and 
Bachelor of Surgery,  

or to a medical degree of another university as defined above.  

3. There shall be an M.D. Committee which shall consist of:  

(a) the Regius Professor of Physic or a deputy appointed by the Regius Professor;  

(b) the Assessor to the Regius Professor of Physic, appointed in accordance with the 
provisions of Regulation 4;  

(c) eight members of the Faculty of Clinical Medicine;  

(d) not more than six persons co-opted by the Committee.  

Members in class (c) shall be appointed annually by the Faculty Board of Clinical 
Medicine in the Michaelmas Term to serve for one year from 1 January following 
their appointment. Members in class (d) shall serve until the end of the calendar year 



in which they are co-opted. The Committee shall elect annually one of their own 
number as Chairman. Six members of the Committee shall constitute a quorum.  

4. The Assessor to the Regius Professor of Physic, who must be a member of the 
Senate and a graduate in Medicine, shall be appointed not later than the division of the 
Michaelmas Term in each year by the General Board on the nomination of the Faculty 
Board to act for one year from 1 January following the date of appointment. The 
Assessor shall be Secretary of the Committee, for which duty the Faculty Board may, 
subject to the approval of the General Board, pay a stipend.  

5. If either the Chairman of the M.D. Committee or the Assessor is prevented at any 
time by illness or other cause from performing any of the duties prescribed in these 
regulations, the General Board, on the nomination of the Faculty Board of Clinical 
Medicine, shall appoint a member of the Senate who is a graduate in Medicine to act 
as a deputy.  

6. A person who wishes to become a candidate for the M.D. Degree shall submit an 
application to the M.D. Committee. The application shall specify:  

(a) the applicant’s proposed subject of study or research, including a plan of the work 
to be undertaken and an account of the methods to be used;  

(b) the place where the work is to be undertaken;  

(c) the name of a member of the Faculty of Medicine who has agreed to act as the 
candidate’s Supervisor for the research project specified;  

(d) the method of financing the work;  

(e) a letter of support for the application from the intended Supervisor and Head of the 
Department;  

(f) a fee in respect of an admissions charge as recommended by the Board of Graduate 
Studies for an application for admission as a Graduate Student.  

The M.D. Committee shall make recommendations on the admission of the candidate 
to the Degree Committee for the Faculty of Clinical Medicine and the Board of 
Graduate Studies.  

If the Degree Committee and the Board of Graduate Studies approve an applicant for 
admission to the programme, the applicant’s name shall be entered on the Register of 
Graduate Students.  

The Degree Committee shall determine the conditions, if any, of an applicant’s 
registration and shall assign the term from which he or she is to be admitted.  

7. A candidate whose application has been approved shall pay the University 
Composition Fee for the course.  

8. The examination for the degree of M.D. shall consist of:  

(a) the submission of a dissertation embodying the results of the candidate’s study or 
research, which shall be submitted in accordance with the provisions of Regulations 9 
and 10;  



(b) an oral examination (‘the Act’) on the subject of the dissertation and the general 
field of knowledge within which it falls.  

By special permission of the Degree Committee, candidates may submit with the 
dissertation published work which they wish the Examiners to consider; such work 
may be considered by the Examiners at their discretion.  

9. A candidate who has paid the relevant fee due under Regulation 7 shall submit to 
the Degree Committee, not earlier than the end of the second year after approval of 
the application under Regulation 6 and not later than six years after the date of such 
approval, unless given special permission by the Degree Committee to delay 
submission until a later date:  

(a) three copies of the dissertation, in a form recommended by the M.D. Committee 
and approved by the Degree Committee;  

(b) two copies of a summary of about 300 words in length;  

(c) two copies of any published work which the candidate wishes to submit under 
Regulation 8.  

10. In submitting their dissertations, candidates shall state, generally in a preface and 
specifically in notes or in a bibliography, the sources from which their information is 
derived, the extent to which they have availed themselves of the work of others, and 
the portions of the dissertation which are claimed as original. They shall also be 
required to declare that the dissertation submitted is not substantially the same as any 
that they may have submitted for another degree or for a diploma or similar 
qualification at this or any other university. A dissertation, apart from quotations, 
shall be written in English. The Degree Committee shall have power to specify a 
maximum length for dissertations, in consultation with the M.D. Committee.  

11. Each dissertation shall be referred to two Examiners, appointed by the Degree 
Committee on the recommendation of the M.D. Committee. Each Examiner shall 
make an independent report to the Degree Committee on the dissertation. If the 
Examiners do not agree in their recommendations or if for any other reason the 
Degree Committee or the Board of Graduate Studies need a further opinion or 
opinions on the merit of the work submitted, the Degree Committee may appoint an 
additional Examiner or additional Examiners, provided that not more than one 
additional Examiner shall be appointed without leave of the Board of Graduate 
Studies. Each additional Examiner so appointed shall make an independent report on 
the dissertation to the Degree Committee. Each Examiner shall receive a fee and shall, 
if appropriate, be entitled to claim travelling expenses and a subsistence allowance as 
specified in the Schedule.  

12. The Act shall be conducted by the two Examiners appointed under Regulation 11 
and chaired by the Assessor, or her or his deputy. The Examiners shall jointly 
examine the candidate viva voce on questions connected with the work submitted as 
well as on other medical subjects and sign a joint certificate of the result. If the 
Examiners do not agree in their recommendations or if for any other reason the 
Degree Committee or the Board need a further opinion or opinions on the merit of the 
work submitted, the Degree Committee may appoint an additional Examiner or 
additional Examiners, provided that not more than one additional Examiner shall be 



appointed without leave of the Board. Each additional Examiner so appointed shall 
make an independent report on the dissertation to the Degree Committee.  

13. If a candidate fails to satisfy the Examiners in the oral examination, the Degree 
Committee may permit the candidate to be re-examined by the same Examiners. 
Permission so given shall be communicated to the Secretary of the Board of Graduate 
Studies and shall not be given on more than one occasion. Each Examiner who takes 
part in an examination under this regulation shall be paid an additional fee as 
specified in the Schedule in addition to any fees to which he or she may be entitled 
under Regulation 11, and may also claim travelling expenses in accordance with the 
provisions of that regulation.  

14. The Board of Graduate Studies shall be the deciding authority on all 
recommendations for the award of the degree. If, after considering the reports of the 
Examiners on a candidate’s dissertation and on her or his performance in the oral 
examination, the Degree Committee are satisfied that the candidate’s work is of the 
requisite standard for the degree, showing evidence of significant original 
contribution to the advancement of the science, art, or history of medicine, a 
resolution of the Committee to that effect, with the names of those present and voting 
on either side, shall be communicated to the Board of Graduate Studies, together with 
the reports of the Examiners. If the Board, after receiving such communication, at a 
meeting at which not less than five members of the Board are present, resolve that the 
candidate be approved for the degree, the Secretary of the Board shall publish a notice 
of the candidate’s approval for the award of the degree.  

15. If, after considering the reports of the Examiners of a dissertation, the Degree 
Committee are of the opinion that a candidate’s dissertation is not of the requisite 
standard for the degree, they may recommend to the Board of Graduate Studies that 
the candidate be permitted to submit a revised dissertation. The communication 
conveying such a recommendation shall contain the names of those present and voting 
on either side, and shall be accompanied by the reports of the Examiners. The Board 
may permit a candidate to submit a revised dissertation on not more than one 
occasion.  

16. If, after considering the reports of the Examiners, the Degree Committee are of the 
opinion that a candidate’s work is not of the requisite standard for the degree (and if 
they do not recommend that the candidate be allowed to submit a revised dissertation) 
their resolution to that effect, with the names of those present and voting on either 
side, shall be communicated to the Board of Graduate Studies, together with the 
reports of the Examiners. The Secretary of the Board shall communicate this decision 
to the candidate.  

17. A candidate who is not approved for the M.D. degree under Regulation 16 

(a) shall be eligible to submit a dissertation which is substantially the same in 
candidature for the M.Sc. Degree; or  

(b) providing the candidate meets the eligibility requirements, may apply to be a 
candidate for the M.D. degree by the Special Regulations; such application may be 
made on not more than one occasion, after a period of not less than five years from 
the date of the applicant’s original examination for the Degree.  



18. Before being admitted to the degree, a successful candidate examined by 
dissertation shall deposit with the Secretary of the M.D. Committee two copies of the 
dissertation and of the summary, both the dissertation and the summary being in a 
form approved by the M.D. Committee. The Secretary of the M.D. Committee shall 
deposit copies of the dissertation and the summary in the University Library and in 
the Medical Library, where they shall be available for consultation and for making 
copies for interlibrary loan purposes.  

19. All the dissertations submitted by candidates under these regulations who have 
been approved for the M.D. Degree in each academical year shall be considered by 
the M.D. Committee for any Prize, Medal, or other emolument that is awarded for 
work done by a candidate for the degree; the Committee may be advised by the 
Assessor in this matter.  

 


