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Are you an immunologist looking for a unique sabbatical 
opportunity? 
Then look no further.  The Elion and Black Immunology Catalyst Sabbatical programme at GSK could be just 
what you’re looking for.  

As a world-class pharmaceutical company with a portfolio of innovative medicines and vaccines, GSK conducts cutting-edge immunology 
research. In-house and collaborative study underpins the discovery of new medicines in such areas as autoimmunity, cancer, metabolic 
disease, infection and respiratory disease http://www.gsk.com/en-gb/research.   

To take industrial-academic research to the next level, GSK is launching an innovative, sabbatical-based collaboration, designed to drive 
major breakthroughs in applied immunology and broaden scientific insight.  

The Elion and Black Catalyst Sabbatical programme selects up to five leading academic immunologists whose focus is basic science, 
to work alongside our own scientists in a technology-rich, multidisciplinary environment – or what we call, the Immunology Catalyst. 

Those who are successful will have a chance to explore independent research at GSK, with access to our technology, tools and reagents. 
While on sabbatical, you’ll have access to the collective expertise and creativity of GSK’s multi-disciplinary scientists, who are regularly 
published in leading journals and publications.  

The programme will also provide rare insight into the science and leadership skills involved in drug discovery and translational research, 
giving you the opportunity to contribute to crucial scientific and strategic discussions about our ongoing projects. 

We want to empower you with the freedom to innovate through original research, bold ideas and cross-disciplinary collaboration in 
emerging areas of immunology. This includes immunometabolism, innate immune cell memory, the influence of tissues on immune cell 
education, and the interaction of the immune system with other systems. 

The programme – and indeed your time with us – will be supported by a board of leading immunologists, including Professors Vijay 
Kuchroo, Luke O’Neill, Jerry Nepom, Frank Nestle, Fiona Powrie, Maria-Grazia Roncarolo, Pam Sharma, Hergen Spits and is led by 
Professor Paul-Peter Tak at GSK.  

Sounds like an unmissable opportunity? It is. Apply today and you could find yourself taking advantage of pioneering tools and technology, 
and developing your leadership and management skills through our unparalleled training courses.  

Sabbaticals at GSK run up to 3 years, with flexible options to help individual candidates.  

Being based at GSK’s R&D facility in Stevenage, UK, you’ll be within easy reach of London (25 mins by train), Cambridge (45 m ins by 
train) and Oxford (2 hrs by train) – a triangle of cities that form the UK’s biotech hub, with extensive collaboration networks with each other 
and other leading academic centres.  Stevenage is surrounded by small towns with good schools and infrastructure suitable for families. 

What you need: 

Successful applicants should have a doctoral degree in immunology or related field, with an exceptional track record in leading 
independent research in immunology – such as associate professor level, senior lecturer, or reader – or a closely-related discipline. A 
similar opportunity for postdoctoral fellows will follow shortly.  

What we’ll provide: 

If successful, GSK will provide funding for your cost of employment (you’ll keep your current employment contract with your home 
institution), a Research Associate, a Post-Doctoral fellow, and an associated research budget. Laboratory space will also be provided, 
matching your research needs. And, for candidates who spend 3 years with us, a grant will be made available for re-entry to academia. We 
may also be able to help with relocation too. 

How to apply: 

If you have any queries, no matter how big or small, please contact our recruitment consultant, Dr Nigel Broom (nigel.x.broom@gsk.com). 
If needed, he’ll be able to facilitate any discussion with a member of the advisory board or with the Director Operations, Louise Modis. 
When emailing, please provide a brief overview of your background and the nature of your enquiry. 

To formally apply, please submit a cover letter detailing your major research achievements, a 2-3 page statement of research interests, a 
CV, and the names and addresses of three individuals who can provide references.  

Send these to nigel.x.broom@gsk.com by 30 April 2015, with the subject ‘Immunology Catalyst Sabbatical application’. Onsite interviews 
will be scheduled during the last week of June and the third week of July, so please let us know your availability too. 

 

 

In 1988, the Nobel Prize for medicine was awarded to Dr. Gertrude Elion (Wellcome) and Sir James Black, (Wellcome Foundation and Smith Kline 

& French Laboratories) together with Dr. George Hitchings (Wellcome) for their discoveries of important principles for drug treatment. 

 

 

http://www.gsk.com/
http://twitter.com/GSK
http://www.youtube.com/user/gskvision
http://www.facebook.com/glaxosmithkline
http://www.flickr.com/photos/glaxosmithkline
mailto:nigel.x.broom@gsk.com


 

                                                                                                                                   

gsk.com  |  Twitter  |  YouTube  |  Facebook  |  Flickr 

 

Academics on Sabbatical -- Immunology 

Interested in a unique opportunity to continue your research while working on breakthrough science? Explore what 
GSK’s Immunology Catalyst might offer you. 

Immunology has become a fertile area for the discovery and development of new medicines. Immune system dys-
function can play a part in any area of disease, and treatments aren’t restricted to one specific indication. Because of 
the high unmet need in immunological diseases, coupled with recent successes in targeted therapies, GSK is actively 
pursuing this line of investigation across many therapeutic areas -- Infectious Diseases, Respiratory, Cardio-
metabolic, Oncology and Immuno-Inflammation, among others. 

Through our Immunology Catalyst, GSK will connect you with our scientists to stimulate scientific debate, spark new 
science and foster collaborations. We are looking for immunologists, who want to expand their knowledge of drug 
discovery and translational research while complementing their established, ongoing academic work. We are par-
ticularly interested in those who are working in breakthrough areas, such as immuno-metabolism, innate immune 
cell memory, the influence of tissues on the immune cell education and the interaction of the immune system with 
other systems. 

GSK will support your work in the Catalyst with funds for technology development with third parties in academia or 
industry, access to equipment, platform technologies and tool molecules and grants for re-entry to academia.   

The programme offers flexibility to accommodate your needs. Catalyst participation can range from three months to 
three years and can also support joint arrangements with local universities such as in London, Cambridge and Ox-
ford.   

Paul-Peter Tak, who is sponsoring the program, feels this unique of model industry-academic collaboration has a lot 

to offer everyone involved ‘I believe bringing top class academics in-house will change the way GSK and academia 

interact. We’ll be able to build closer, more trusting relationships, and we’ll benefit from more informal and frequent 

interactions. As an ex-academic, I know that the academic world does not always see what big pharma has to offer: 

amazing science, world class research tools and facilities, and opportunities to achieve excellence in project man-

agement and development as a leader.’ 
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